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RE: Searsport Federal Navigation Project
Public Briefing on Yeager Report Analysis of Corps’ Sediment Testing

VIA: Electronic Transmission

Dear Sirs:

On July 29 you were provided with the analysis conducted by the federal court’s sediment 
expert in the pending Mallinckrodt litigation, Dr. Kevin Yeager of the University of Kentucky, of 
the prior sediment testing done for the Corps of Engineers or at the Corps’ direction in the port of 
Searsport.  At that time, an offer was extended to make Dr. Yeager available to you for a briefing on
his analysis and to provide you with a more detailed description of the required sediment testing 
protocol that must be used to determine if any HoltraChem legacy mercury is present in Searsport, 
prior to any dredging (even maintenance dredging) proceeding.  To facilitate that initial offer, this 
letter is being sent to formally extend an invitation to the Corps and Maine DOT to attend a 
briefing and question and answer opportunity, via Skype, with Dr. Yeager in Belfast, Maine in mid 
to late September.  We believe it is important that the Corps of Engineers and Maine Department of
Transportation have an opportunity to examine the Yeager Report and to ask Dr. Yeager any 
questions that they have about his work, assessment and conclusions, so that officials from both 
entities can fully understand the importance of and need for doing updated sediment testing and the
sort of thorough analysis (EIS) that NEPA mandates for this project.  Because even a maintenance 
dredge in Searsport could potentially spread the adverse effects of HoltraChem legacy mercury, it 
is imperative that the Corps and DOT, as well as other interested federal, State and local public 
officials, lobstermen, aquaculture operators, other commercial fishermen, the public and press have
an opportunity to examine and ask questions about the Yeager Report and its conclusions.  To this 
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end, we are working to schedule a public meeting at which Dr. Yeager could attend by Skype, to 
answer your questions and any questions other appointed or elected representatives or members of 
the impacted public may have about the Yeager Report.  

We will schedule a formal briefing and opportunity for questions and answers by Dr. Yeager
at the Hutchinson Center in Belfast, preferably in mid to late September – when the busy period 
here in Midcoast for lobstering is winding down and more people can attend.  The meeting will be 
open to the public and representatives from local and State government and it will be held midday 
to ensure the ability of island residents to attend but still return home.  This time will also allow 
Corps staff to come and go in one day if they prefer.  We will invite regulators from Maine DEP 
and DMR as well, since they were included in the May 2 briefing from Corps and DOT staff to 
some lobstermen.  Please have your staffs contact me by email this week, preferably by close of 
business on August 13, to provide me with a list of dates when you or your staffs can attend this 
briefing and question and answer session with Dr. Yeager.  We will then consult his schedule and 
the availability of the Hutchinson Center to schedule this meeting and announce it to the public.

We believe that Dr. Yeager’s analysis definitively confirms the need for additional, updated 
and more thorough sediment testing in Searsport and the proposed disposal sites to determine how 
to conduct needed maintenance dredging in Searsport harbor without threatening the environment 
or economy of the region through the re-suspension and spread of dangerous methyl mercury and 
other dangerous contaminants to the food web and valuable commercial fisheries in Penobscot 
Bay.   Such testing was also previously determined to be needed in the assessment done by Dawson
and Associates.  Indeed, we continue to submit that such testing and study is mandated by the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  

We have checked into the availability of the Hutchinson Center, in Belfast, Maine, for this 
briefing and public informational meeting.  This facility has the necessary space and technical 
capabilities for Skype for this meeting and is located in the area of the proposed dumping and 
dredging.  While we initially were exploring holding a meeting in August, because scheduling a 
meeting of this importance on short notice and during the busiest time of the year in Midcoast 
Maine will impede attendance from many of the people who would be most adversely impacted by 
the proposed Searsport project, we believe that this briefing would be better to schedule during mid
to late September.  Please have your staffs advise me this week, preferably by COB on August 13, 
when you or your staffs would be available to attend this briefing and public question-and-answer 
session.  I can be reached by email at k.ervintucker@gmail.com or by cell phone at 202-841-5439. 
I look forward to hearing from you soon so that we can finalize plans for this important public 
briefing on this matter of great public concern in the Penobscot Bay region.

Respectfully,
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Based on the strength of Dr. Yeager’s unbiased conclusions, grounded in sound science 
and the facts, we hope that you will reconsider filing an application for Water Quality Certification 
until the updated testing detailed in Dr. Yeager’s Report is completed.  This request is consistent 
with the observations of experts in Corps processes and standards from Dawson and Associates 
and the requirements of law in NEPA and related regulations.  Your consideration is greatly 
appreciated.   
 
Respectfully, 

 
Kimberly J. Ervin Tucker 
Maine Bar No. 6969 
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